	 THE   PRIMARY  PERIOD    	SIS
It certainly is one of the most important accomplishments
of the elementary school years.
Children enter the first grade with widely different readi-
ness for reading. Some children show no interest in books.
If free to choose, they do not pick up a book in preference
to other kinds of occupation. Other children are interested
in looking through picture books and in knowing the mean-
ing of printed signs about them. Still others have acquired
the idea that one can get stories from reading and have
already begun to identify certain words and phrases in the
books that have been read to them.
A number of factors contribute to a child's readiness to
read. Among these are his mental maturity, his physical
condition, his language ability, and his previous experiences
with reading material. Some children are mentally more
mature than others. They are able to see similarities and
differences in the appearance and sounds of words. In order
to supply the other children with the pre-reading experiences
that they need, the months before Christmas in the first
grade are frequently spent in constructive work, social activi-
ties, active play, looking at books, listening to stories told
or read by the teacher, selecting stories for the teacher to
read, and similar activities. After this period, more sys-
tematic instruction in reading may begin.
Among the physical factors most closely associated with
ability to learn to read is good eyesight. Visual acuity
appears to be related to good reading. It is especially
important when children are taught by the "look-and-say
method" and of less importance when they are taught by a
phonetic method.31 The reverse was found to be true in the
case of auditory defects:32 Children with some loss of hear-
ing were handicapped in learning to read by the phonetic
method. Obviously, reading instruction should wait upon
the correction of these visual and auditory defects.
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